JRat WS3 EPO7 - Crater Crazy
Found next to the skeletal remains of

Shannon Sawyer, Jack Pevyhouse, & Zoe Enbl er
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JRATW S3 EPO7 - CRATER CRAZY
Scene: 1 W NDSWEPT PLAI NS: DAY

SOUND: W ND SWEEPS OVER TALL GRASSES, RUSTLI NG EVERY ONCE I N

A VWH LE.

NARRATOR
Wth the radio station filled with skel etons far behind
them the Wanderers continue to wal k the w ndswept
plains without a town in sight... But it seens |ike our
band of heroes have ot her pl ans.

JI M ROBBI E
| just want to say, this is a bad idea. A very bad
idea. At a bad tine.

FREY:
We haven’t seen a single building since we left the
station. Nico, are you sure this is the best tine-

NI COx
It’s only noon, we have plenty of time. The flat
terrain should give us a pretty accurate reading. W
just have to find the maxi num di stance that Tango can
be away fromJimis before he stops working. Just hold
onto him

FREY:
Unh. ... okay?

SOUND: TANGO HANDS JI M TO FREY.

NI CO:
Ready Tango?

TANGO
Right! ... So, um.. | just wal k?

NI CO
Just keep wal king, slowy, until | yell for you to
st op.

JI M ROBBI E
You know, this mght be good in the | ong run, but
currently, | amnot happy about this.

NI COx

Just keep tal king, Jimy. Go, Tango.

SOUND: TANGO TAKES SLOW STEPS THROUGH THE GRASS, GETTI NG
FURTHER AND FURTHER AVWAY.
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NI CO. (cont’d)
(OVER THE SOUNDS OF TANGO WALKI NG FADI NG | NTO THE
DI STANCE)
| know you don’t like this Jim but | need as nuch data
as possible.

JI M ROBBI E
Oh real ly? Your fancy-shmancy science can’'t figure this
out without putting nme through nore bl ack-outs?

NI COx
Science isn't magic. It’s trial and error.

JI' M ROBBI E
It shouldn’t be when I’ Mthe subject of the crazy
experinments! Doesn’t stuff go wong in this kind of
stuff? You know, wire-m x ups, reprogramm ng,
menory-1oss, nutilated pieces that don’t fit back
anynore. \Wat if any of that happens to ne-

JI M ROBBI E: (cont’d)

(STARTS GLI TCHI NG AT THE END)

FREY:
Whoah okay, there he goes.

SOUND: JI M ROBBIE GLI TCHES AND GOES Sl LENT

NI CO
( OVER/ YELLI NG)
TANGO

TANGO!
( OFF- M KE/ YELLI NG
WHAT? ... OH YEAH

NI CO
( YELLI NG)
STAY RI GHT THERE!

SOUND: NI CO USES A MEASURI NG TAPE FROM WHERE FREY | S

STANDI NG, THE APPROXI MATE RADI US | S TVENTY FEET.

NI CO. (cont’d)
Seventeen, eighteen... Twenty feet! Ckay, so close
enough to be visible in nost situations, but any
further and contact isn’'t as feasible.

FREY:
(Under) How did you find a nmeasuring tape that |ong?
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TANGO:
( UNDER)
Hey, you see that?
NI COr
Frey! Bring Jimover, we got our- HEY! TANGO Were are
you goi ng?
SOUND: TANGO RUNS OFF FOR A MOVENT THROUGH THE GRASS, THEN

STOPS

SOUND: FREY ALSO RUNS UP, CARRYING JIM JIM COMES BACK
ONLI NE

JI' M ROBBI E
( CONTI NUED)
- me? | don't want to get hurt in all of... Oh... |
bl acked out, didn't 17?

FREY:
Sorry pal I'mafraid you had to nuch to drink | ast
ni ght and uh we el oped. Hey what do you think Los Nuevo
Keys for the honeynoon or maybe The Poke’ Noes? |’'m
partial to sunny |locations... Hey Nico, do we really
need to do this again? See, Jimand | have to be awake
pretty bright and early to catch a boat to see a guy
about a vow? | think we should find our honeynoon suite
soon.

JI M ROBBI E

What ?

NI COx
kay, okay, enough of that. W’ ve got the neasurenents,
but we won’t have to do nore test like that until 1’ ve
got nmy first systemtest ready... Buuttt Frey' s al so
right... About the "finding shelter” thing, not the
el oping thing. W can’'t do tests while creepy nightnare
chil dren are chasi ng us down.

TANGO
But we don’t have to worry!

JI M ROBBI E

Yes we do.
TANGO

No we don’t! Look over therel

SOUND: W ND PI CKS UP OVER THE PLAINS AGAIN
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NARRATOR
(OVER)
Tango wasn’t wong. Over the tall grasses, in the
di stance, were buildings and the gentle plune of snoke
fromrooftops. A town inhabited. But how friendly is
this town?

Scene: 2 CRATER- TOWN Ext. DAY

SOUND: GENERAL SVALL TOMN SOUNDS, A FEW GROUPS OF PECPLE

TALKI NG AND WALKI NG ARQUND, ETC

TANGO
( EXCI TED)
OH My GOD!' PECPLE! MAYBE FRI ENDLY- PEOPLE! No squops, no
scary-eyed children, and no spoopy skel etons! Wen was
the last time we actually saw peopl e?

FREY:
| nmean, technically that one mail-kid before
she...Actually... Actually, apart fromthe cell in the
sqown, | don't renenber the last tinme | saw peopl e? Has
it really been that |ong?

NI CO
Uhh, you two mght want to calmit down just a touch
there before the staring people turn into glaring
people trying to run us out of town. W' ve still got to
find a place to spend the night. Inside.

JI M ROBBI E
( STARTS COUNTI NG
One, two, three, four, five-

JI M ROBBI E: (cont’d)

( KEEPS COUNTI NG UNTI L SOVE DI SASTER STRI KES)

FREY:
Why are you counting?

JI M ROBBI E
( UNDER)
-si x, seven, eight, nine, ten, eleven, twelve,
thirteen, fourteen, fifteen, sixteen, seventeen,
ei ght een, nineteen, twenty, twenty-one, twenty-two,
twenty-tree, twenty-four, twenty-five, twenty-six,
twenty- se-

TANGO:
Jim we’'re done experinenting with distance stuff...
|.. at least | think we are? ... If you' re counting how
long it takes for you to glitch, | hate to tell you

but you’ re not goi ng anywhere anyti nme soon-
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SOUND: A FEW STREETS DOWN A CROAD STARTS YELLING | T SOUNDS

ALMOST LI KE THE SCUFFLE OF A BRAW. HAPPENI NG

(JI'M'S COUNTI NG NUMBER MAY CHANGE DEPENDI NG ON HOW
LONG Nl CO S RESPONSE | S)

JI' M ROBBI E
Twenty-seven! ... Exactly twenty-seven seconds before
sonet hi ng happened that we’'re going to get dragged
into. I'msurprised | got that far.

TANGO:
Well, ugh... OKAY, so maybe we get in trouble
sonetinmes, but we're still alive. And since you're
being a snmarty-speaker...why don’t we just go and
shorten the tine!

SOUND: TANGO BOLTS OFF WTH JIM I N ARMS

JI'M ROBBI E:
( YELLI NG)
Hey, HEY! TANGO | WAS JUST- JUST TESTI NG A THEORY W TH
THE COUNTING THING NICO I TS SCIENCE ISN T |1 T?2?? N CO
BACK ME UP!

SOUND: JIM S VO CE FADES AS TANGO ROUNDS THE CORNER, RUNNI NG

| NTO TROUBLE

NI COr
( EXASPERATED)
Annnddd. .. There she goes.
FREY:
(Laughs)
Scene: 3 CRATER- TOMN Ext. DAY
SOUND: A HUGE BRAW. |S ABOUT TO BREAK OUT, CRONDS YELLI NG AT

EACH OTHER, ALMOST AT EACH OTHER S THROAT.

SOUND: W ND SWEEPS OVER THE NEARBY CRATER, W TH THE

OCCASI ONAL DI STANT

SOUND OF RUBBLE FALLING TO THE GROUND BELOW

NARRATOR
| ndeed, it |ooks |like the Wanderers have found
thenselves in the mddle of a town divided as two
crowds | ook ready for a stand-off. But the rest of the
fol ks look... |ess pleased.
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FREY:
TANGO Tango! Hang on, hold on, Tango we can’t just
junp in wthout know ng anything and... and... Oooohhh
my Enperor, that CRATER is HUGE! |... | can’t even see
t he ot her side.

NI CO
Ww. .. There is no natural thing on Earth that could
have caused that.

TANGO
( STUNNED)
Leo and Mart ha- Anne.

NI CO
What ?

SOUND:. THE TWO CROWDS ROARS AGAI N, BUT QUI ETS DOMN AS TWO

FI GURES STARE EACH OTHER DOWN, BUT SOMEONE STANDS I N THEIR
VWAY

SOUND:  OCCASI ONAL SQUND OF STEAM HUFFI NG FROM METAL PORTS ON
MCHELE S LEG

M CHELLE:
- Qut of the way, Addie! I'’mgoing to pulverize that
nucl ear -j erkhead into atons, here and NOW

LUCAS:
HA! Your ideas are just as fried as your tech. |I'’D LOVE
to see you try, little overheated teapot! This is gonna
end with you getting beat with your own | eg!

ADDI E:

(REALLY @QUYS?)
LUCAS! M CHELLE! This is NOT the time, and not the
PLACE f or -

SOUND: THE CLI FFSI DE CRUMBLES. VERY CLOSE, AND VERY LOUD.
THE CROAD YELLS

ADDI E: (cont’ d)
( YELLI NG
EVERYONE! GET BACK! BACK!

SOUND: THE CLIFF STOPS CRUMBLI NG AND THE CROAD CALMS

ADDI E: (cont’ d)
M chel | e! Lucas! You two need to nove into sonewhere
el se before you take the entire town with you!
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M CHELLE:
( SNEERI NG)
This doesn’t concern you.

SOUND:  ANOTHER PUFF OF STEAM ERUPTS FROM M CHELLE' S LEG

NI CO
Wah, that prosthetic leg is amazing! The plates | ook
i ke they contract |ike nuscle and-

M CHELLE:
You cut right to the chase, don’t you?

NI CO
( FLUSTERED)
Ch... OH I'm um.. Sorry | didn’'t nean-

M CHELLE:
(LESS BI TE FOR SOVEONE ADM RI NG HER WORK)
Nah, | don’t mnd tal ki ng about this piece right here.
A ad to see you tourists have good tastes in machinery.
Desi gned and constructed this bad gal nyself.

LUCAS:
Only you could with that nmess of sal vaged parts. Sone
of us ACTUALLY nake sonet hing work wi thout wasting
wat er the town needs to survive. Radiation IS the gift
t hat keeps on giving.

NI CO
(N

Radi ati on?
NI CO (cont’d)

( UNDER/ REPEATI NG RADI ATION AS | F HE CAN' T BELI EVE
SOVEONE | S THAT STUPI D TO USE RADI OACTI VE MATERI ALS)

TANGO
Radi ation? ... OH Like the dowball tournanent! That
was fun!
FREY:
(NO FLI PPI NG WAY!)
You were in a d owball tournanent?
TANGO,
You' re | ooking at a G owball W NNER!
FREY:

Wait, what ?... Don’t winners die fromradiation
exposure, like, imediately afterwards?
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JI M ROBBI E
Wn, nearly died, but lived through sheer dunb | uck.
FREY:
What how wait Tango you have got to tell ne nore
fudgin LOVE Aow ball! | can’t believe-
NI CO:
( OVER/ | NTERRUPTI NG)
- RADI ATI ON? kay, can we all stop for a second and ask
VHY are you using RADI ATI ON as an ENERGY SOURCE???
LUCAS:
( RUDE)
Because it is the nost powerful material on this bal
of rock. It would have been able to drive train engines
across this land, until HER over-broiled
great-great-not so great grandnother stopped ny
gr eat - gr eat - GREATEST gr andf at her from buil di ng that
train.
M CHELLE:
( UNDER)
YOUR wast e- brai ned idiot ancestor would have never nade
it to the East Coast before his own train blew up in
his face-
TANGO:
(OVER)
Geat-great... WAIT! You two are relatives of Leo and
Mar t ha- Anne-
ADDI E:
- Yes, they are. And that is the crater we shoul d nove
this argunment AWAY fromthe EDCGE of... NOWyou two.
LUCAS:
| don’t recall you running this town, Addie.
ADDI E:
No, no | don’'t. But you' re not doing this for the town!
Everyone knows that. You two are constantly at each
other’s throats over a HUGE M STAKE when you have a
town to run- But you'd rather keep this blood feud
goi ng
M CHELLE:
(LOW ANGER)

We | ook after our own just fine. So here’s a question
for you if you care about this town’s history and its
peopl e, who's side are you on?

SOUND:. M CHELLE STALKS OFF, AND HER CROAD FOLLOAS HER
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LUCAS:
(WALKI NG OFF I N A HUFF)

SOUND: LUCAS STALKS OFF WTH H'S OAN GROUP, LEAVI NG THE

WANDERERS AND ADDI E ALONE NEAR THE CLI FFSI DE

SOUND:  RENAI NI NG TOMSFOLK WH SPER AMONGST EACH OTHER BEFORE

MOVI NG ALONG

Scene: 4 CRATER-TOMN Ext. DAY

ADDI E:
" msorry all of you had to see that. |1’ m Addi e, one of
the left wwth any sense in this town... Wi are you?
TANGO:
OH Well, I'"m Tango, that’s Nico, and Frey, and THIS is

Jim We're a group of nusicians, just passing through!

SOUND:  TANGO RATTLES JIM VWHEN SHE MENTI ONS HI S NANVE

ADDI E:
( AMUSED)
Musi ci ans? You guys got a show?
FREY:
( FLUSTERED)
| nmean...well...I"’mnot in the band. | nean | play the
drunms and stuff but I’mnot actually...in....the band.

Way are you | ooking at ne when you' re asking this
guestion? Look at the girl with cute face over there
she’ |l tell you. (awkward | augh)

TANGO
We got a routine, and |lots of songs! (Wi spered, Tango
knows where she is) W actually perforned on a train
bef ore.

SOUND: DEAD SI LENCE FROM THE GROUP, THE W ND PASSES OVER THE

CLI FFSI DE

ADDI E:
VWhat ?

TANGO
(1" M NOT TALKI NG ABOUT THOSE OTHER TRAINS, | PROM SE.)
A ghost train! It shows up to people who are | ost
sonetinmes and gets them where they need to go! W rode
on it and got to performfor a bunch of fancy fol k!

FREY:
Tango, a ghost train? | can’t say |’ve ever seen a
ghost train. | nean |I’ve seen a real train before and

( MORE)



111

112

113

114

115

116

117

118

119

120

10.

FREY: (cont’d)
that was plenty scary enough. (nutters to herself) Cone
to think of it I should really send a letter to ny

br ot her. ..

JI M ROBBI E
Excuse, but | performed on that train too!

NI COr
You probably bl acked out again, Jim

JI' M ROBBI E
(1 NSULTED NO SES)

ADDI E:
Alright, alright, stories of haunted trains and so
forth... Well, it sounds like one of you is already
famliar with the old stories so | guess you don’'t need
t he tour.

TANGO:
No! No, | still want the tour! | didn’t think anyone

vadtrytormMaatow1hme!

ADDI E:
Vell, those two were stupid enough to try. They built
on opposite ends, and ended up neeting at the m ddle.
Hi story has a funny way of repeating itself... Wth a
little less, "explodey destruction."”

NI CO
So if they’'re both the town’s | eaders why don’t they
come to a conprom se?

ADDI E:
Those idiots want to continue the railroad, but they' re
so caught up in their famly’'s |l egacy they can't see
what they' re repeating. At |east they' d rather argue

"till the sun cones up instead of building anything.
FREY:

( couaH

Speaki ng of which, Addie, is there a place we can stay

the night? Indoors? I-1"msorry if this cones off a

little rude. W’ve been on the road for a while and-
ADDI E:

OH Oh yeah, it’s no problem.. Frey, was it? Wy don’t
you all stay with nme tonight? Especially with all the
di sappear ances.
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JI M ROBBI E
Di sappear ances?

ADDI E:
( SPOOKY CAMP- FI RE VA CE)
Yeah, children disappearing and stuff. Sone fol ks say
the "spirits of Martha-Anne and Leo take children to
build their new railways in the night." Al nost as bad
as the runor of children nmaking their OAN train cult.

JI' M ROBBI E:
( FAKE MOCKI NG LAUGHTER)
: HAHA, FUNNY, AIN T IT?

Scene: 5 CRATER TOMWN Ext. DAY

NARRATOR
As the wanderers follow Addi e through the bustling town
made of iron, steel, and other materials froma tine
| ong gone by, the tour of town takes them perilously
close to the edge of the gaping crater. It’s there that
Tango noti ces sonething..

TANGO

( REVERENTLY)

What... is that thing?
ADDI E:

That thing, as you put it, is a rem nder of the
m st akes that created this crater.

JI M ROBBI E
Yea it looks like a really ugly statue is what it |ooks
like.

NI CO
SHUT UP JIM 1T S OBVIQUSLY | MPORTANT, TRY NOT TO BE A
JERK FOR LI KE FI VE SECONDS.

JI M ROBBI E
(ANGRI LY SI GHS)
Fi ne.
NI COx
(WHAT | S ABSTRACT ART?)
What's it a reminder of? It [ooks like... two people
fighting? Maybe?
ADDI E:
Well....not so very long ago there were two people. A

wonman nanmed Mart ha- Anne and a nman naned Leo
Fr ederi cks. ..
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(THE WANDERERS MOVE TOWARDS A STATUE OF TW STED
METAL I N THE SHAPE OF TWO PECPLE, A MAN AND A
WOVAN, WWHO ARE LOCKED IN A LI FE AN DEATH BATTLE.)

SOUND: THE PLATFORM CREAKS OM NOUSLY AS THEY WALK ACROSS I T

AND THE SOUND OF VWHI STLI NG WND GROANS ALMOST DI STURBI NGLY

LQOUD.

FREY:
Leo Fredericks, the nuclear industrialist. Known for
bei ng a genius, a genius who was a gi nornous jerk.

ADDI E:
Ch, so you’ ve heard of himtoo?

FREY:
Yea...sonething |ike that.

TANGO,
Yeah! When Martha Ann was three she built a steam
powered rocket and well, when she was seventeen she got
a wld idea and decided, HEY! |I’m gonna rebuild the

TRANS CONTI NENTAL RAI LROAD.

NI COr
You' re kidding ne right when she was three?

TANGO:
( STORYTELLI NG VA CE)
Yea, three. But while, when Martha Ann was buil di ng her
st eam power ed doodads, on the other side of the world
Leo Frederickswas building his own railroad.

JI M ROBBI E
You've told ne this story a thousand tines, and it
definitely doesn't end well.

FREY:
Shhh, Jim

TANGO
Wil e she created a steam powered train and set off
bui I ding her half, Leo had built a nuclear powered
train and was | aying down his half of track. They net
in the dark of night here. The nonment they saw their
eneny, they knew what they had to do! They had to joust
- for the tracks and the glory! They readied their
trains and powered themtowards each other. Martha' s
train was snmaller than Leo’s nucl ear nonster, but she
had an ace up her sleeve. She had packed the entire
train with dynamte. The rest.. well-
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ADDI E:
- They expl oded. An inferno that laid waste to
everyt hing and everyone. Wen the dust cleared
Mar t ha- Anne, Leo, and the trains were gone, |eaving
not hing but the crater and a twisted pile of netal
soaked in radiation.... This statue was created as a
rem nder of what happened. A rem nder that-

NI CO
You can’t trust trains.

ADDI E:
(1 N AGREEMENT)
You can’t trust trains..... Wiy don’t we nove on?

SOUND:. THE WANDERERS LEAVE THE JETTY SLOALY AND THE W ND
HOALS ANGRILY AS THE SCENE FADES AVAY

Scene 6: ADDIE'S HOME Int. N GHT

SOUND: THERE IS THE GENTLE HUM CF ELECTRICITY IN ADDI E' S
HOVE G VING IT LIGHT. WATER RUNS FROM A FAUCET AS DI SHES
BEI NG RUBBED CLEAN

FREY:
( EATI NG
Thanks for letting us stay here tonight, it’s not a
trouble is it?

ADDI E:
No trouble at all! Sorry I had to have you park your
wagon closer to the crater. My little earthship m ght
be entirely solar, but it can’t nmake nore room for
everyone.

SOUND:  TANGO EATI NG IN THE BACKGROUND, DI SHES AND CUTLERY
SOUNDS

TANGO
(WTH A FULL MOUTH)
That’s okay! YOUR FOOD |'S DELI Cl OUS!

SOUND:  FREY AND TANGO CONTI NUE EATI NG I N THE BACKGROUND

ADDI E:
( AMUSED)
d ad you have nore than enough roomto appreciate it!

NI CO
Let ne help with the dishes.
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JI M ROBBI E
( UNDER)
Ch no, now he’ s being nice.
ADDI E:
| just hope you don't mind the decor. | knowits a
bit...weird.
TANGO

(MOUTH STILL FULL)

| nmean sure you have a lot of weird signs all over the
wal I s and those paintings of a trains are really
creeping ne out right now But it’s not that bad.

ADDI E:
(WTH CHAGRI N)
Call it a bit of regretful nostal gia. Soneone’s got to
remenber the awful end to that feud.

NI CO
It’s ridiculous! Do they even know what they’ re nessing
wi t h?! How have they managed to live so close to those
t hose reactor cores so close and understaffed?!

ADDI E:
It’s just the one reactor. The other cooling tower was
renovated into apartnments while Lucas is playing it
safe in that old bunker his idiot ancestor built and a
coupl e of his chosen few. (scoffs) Selfish jerk..

ADDI E: (cont’ d)
And as for that steamm |l of Mchelle s, she s turned
into a factory, inventing and teaching her followers
al |l about the inner mechani snms of steam power. She
guards it with these "Mechos" she nmade all on her own.

SOUND:. SHE TURNS OFF THE SI NK

NI CO:
Huh. 1t al nost sounds as though Lucas is all talk and
bl uster, and Mchelle' s really applying her craft. It’s
a bit regressive, but it sounds |ike she’'s got good
wor k et hi c.

ADDI E:
(NOT | MPRESSED)
| say they're both idiots who need to realize that
neither of their ideas are any good in this town.
Everyone knows and realizes it, but no one else wants
to argue with those hot heads. W need as nuch water as
we can get, and we have to get rid of all that
radi oacti ve nonsense before it does sone irreparable
damage.
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NI COx
Exactly! Like, just jerry rig sone solar panels... Like
the setup you ve got here! They're not hard to nmake in
a pinch if you ve got the right supplies!

SOUND: IN THE BACKGROUND TANGO AND FREY START GETTI NG

TUCKERED OUT

TANGO AND FREY:
(DI SCUSSI ON GETTI NG A LI TTLE TI RED AND EVENTUALLY
DCOZI NG OFF. ACCOMPANI ED BY THE OCCASI ONAL SNORE OR
SLEEPY NO SE AFTER.)

ADDI E:
|"ve tried to arrange town neetings, but they won’t
listen!

NI COr
Then maybe... what if their own people start thinking
about it?

ADDI E:

What do you nean?

NI CO;
| mean sone ol d-fashi oned espi onage work! W sneak in
as nenbers of each group and rai se sone concerns, like
t he anount of mai ntenance and the huge cut into the
wat er rations? Then we could nention that solar is a
perfectly viable solution!

ADDI E:
( EXCI TED)
At the very least, w nd turbines!

NI CO
( EXCI TED)
YES! That’'s is a perfect plan! ... What do you think,
guys- Oh! (softly) They' re asleep at the kitchen
table. ..

TANGO AND FREY:
(SLEEPI NG SOUNDS A LI TTLE LOUDER)

ADDI E:
( SOFTLY)
Aw, those poor darlings, they nust’ve been tuckered out
after all that food.

NI COr
( YAVNS)
Agai n, thank you for the carnitas.
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ADDI E:
|"mjust glad | could have sonme sensi bl e guests over at
my table. Now you better rest up too, Nico dear.

Tonorrow s not gonna be easy, | just knowit.
NI COr

(DQXZI NG OFF)

|"’msure it’ll all be... sonmewhat fine.

Scene: 7 COOLI NG TONER APARTMENTS,

| NT. Day

SOUND: UNDER THEI R TALKI NG THE SOUNDS OF A NUCLEAR REACTOR
CAN BE HEARD FROM THE TONER NEXT TO THE CURRENT LOCATI ON

FREY:
Honestly, Nico, | still don’t think this is a good idea
at all.

NI COx
... Yeah, it’s not the first tine |’ve cone up with a
really bad idea after a sleepless night... But we m ght
as well commt, right?

SOUND: A WORK WHI STLE |'S HEARD

NARRATOR
Di sgui sed in borrowed clothes, Frey and Nico attenpt to
infiltrate and educate the Nuclearite cult.

FREY:
( SOURLY)
| look ridiculous in this weird dress. And what’s with
these weird test-tube bottles on this belt, and why

does it flare at the botton? I ... this is ridiculous.
NI COx
( REASSURI NG)
You | ook fine.
FREY:
You got it easy, all you had to do was wear shiny boots
Wi th your getup. | had to put on this nonstrocity.
NI CO:
The chrone boots are a nice touch... But | just want to

know why you insisted on bringing a bat. Wiere did you
even get that thing?

FREY:
( CHEERFULLY)
It’s a souvenir froman 'Attle Cty Inperials Gane! It
is the best and nost functional accessory | own.
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SOUND: RADI ATI ON GLOW NO SE, SOVEVWHERE A GElI GER COUNTER
CLI CKS, ROBOT NA SES

SOUND: FREY GRABS NI CO BY THE SHOULDER OF HI' S COAT AND PULLS
H M DOMW

NI CO
Qof ! Frey!

FREY:
( SHUSH)
Shut up, Nico. Get down! Look!

NI COr
Is... Is that one of the Mechas Addi e was tal king
about ? I guess Lucas just had to nmake sone of his own.
They must be nucl ear - power ed-

FREY:
Ni co! Shush! Seriously ... Look those worker mechs are
powered by small little fusion batteries in the front,
yeah?
NI COr
( CONFUSED)
Yeah. . ..
FREY:
(TRYI NG TO SOUND CONVI NCI NG)
So00... How about we cause a little havoc, you know? Go

out there, weck a bot, show people how easy it would
be for one of themto mal function and, you know, BLOW

UP!
NI COr
You sure? W m ght end up poi soning everyone.
FREY:
We don’t have to break it open, conme on pal, just
destroy the nech and the core will just sit in there,

exposed. One good hit to it and..

SOUND:  FREY CLAPS HER HANDS TOGETHER... AS QUI ETLY AS
POSSI BLE

FREY: (cont’d)

(CONT.) _ _
- BOOM Expl odi ng necho! Fires everywhere! People
poi soned! Small children wail in despair asthe fabric

of sopciety falls down around their ears.
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NI COx
(1 NTERRUPTI NG
- Jeeze Frey | get it. | get it! ... But | guess that
does make sense? Scare 'ema little and rem nd them how
close those things are to disaster. It mght...work.

FREY:
So you in?

NI CO
(NOT LIKE THEY GOT A DI FFERENT PLAN)
..... Ckay |'min.

FREY:

(CGETTI NG PSYCHED UP)
Tinme to batter up, ya radiator!

NI CO:
Oh god, oh god, I'mgonna die of radiation poisoning.
And not the fun way... THERE IS NO FUN WAY OF DYI NG BY
RADI ATI ON PO SONI NG No, |’m not gonna get cool
superpowers fromradiation, I'mgoing to D E

SOUND: THE RUSHI NG OF FEET AS NI CO AND FREY CHARGE AT THE

VECHAS BAT

NI CO FREY:
(Battle cry!)

SOUND: BAT AND A WRENCH HI TTI NG METAL AND DI STRESSED MACHI NE

NO SES THAT FADE | NTO THE HI SSI NG OF DAMAGED COOLI NG VENTS

THAT CONTI NUES | NTO THE NEXT SCENE

Scene: 8 MCHELLE'S MLL Int. DAY

NARRATOR:
As Frey and Nico brave the battle against radioactive
foes, a lecture is being held at a steamnill not too

far away. But where are Tango and Ji n?

SOUND: HI SSI NG BECOM NG MORE STACCATO, GEARS MOVI NG AND A

STEAM ENG NE CHUGGE NG

EL:
And that, little sunbeans, is how you can utilize
vi negar best to clean your engine’s inner workings! And
if you put in enough cinnanon, you can nmake it snell
ni ce!
Cl Tl ZEN:

But what if you put in too nuch, won't it ness things
up?
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EL:
Mmmmm ... Naaaah, |'’msure it’'s a-oka-

SOUND:  STEAM ENG NE SPUTTERI NG AND CLANKI NG AND CLI CKI NG AND

THEN FALLI NG APART.

EL: (cont’d)
( EMBARRASSED)
O okay, that’s enough for ny presentation today,
goodbye!

M CHELLE:
(1 NCREDI BLY UNI MPRESSED)
Yes, thank you to the newest nenber of our conmmunity,
El Sunbeam

SOUND: HER PROSTHETI C LEG HI SSES

M CHELLE: (cont’d)
( CLEARS HER THROAT)

M CHELLE: (cont’d)
( SPEECH SPEECH! SPEECH!)
Fel | ow st eaners and gear heads, today brings us another
beautiful turn of the earth... And another day cl oser
to the fall of those atom c annoyances, those half-life
norons! Qur tech nay be ol der, slower. BUT! It is
patient, calculating. It is our character! Qur pride!
We are hard workers! Mechani cal geniuses! And each set
of hands is one to light the fire in our chassis! Qur
steamclouds will show the rise of our way, our growh
and progression, and we will build! That! Railway!!

M CHELLE: (cont’d)
( SPEECH CONT.)
YES! Yes, we will build our glorious steamtrain, and
we'll | eave our radioactive counterparts gl ow ng and
stagnant in their own towers while our bustling town
grows into a city! A hub of trade and commerce! W will
becone the place where the origins of our new
st eam powered Anerica started, not with nme, no, dear
friends, but wwth Martha-Anne’'s idea, and wth the
drive and passion of the citizens of this town!

SOUND:  CROAD CHEERS AND WHOOPI NG AND APPLAUSE AND SUCH, FOR

A GOOD WHI LE, THEN JI M SPEAKS UP

JI M ROBBI E
( SOVEWHAT FAI NT OVER THE LAST FEW NO SES OF THE CROAD)
VWhat about sol ar?

SOUND:  CROAD WHI SPERER IN CONFUSI ON AND | NTRI GUE. A FEW
OTHER VO CES REPEAT SOLAR




20.

223 M CHELLE
(GRI TTI NG HER TEETH)
VWhat. About. | T?

224 JI M ROBBI E
Well, it... doesn't use up lots and |lots of water that
could be used for agriculture and sanitation, or used
as drinking water!

225 M CHELLE:
(CGETS A BETTER LOOK AT THEM FROM UP AT THE STACGE)
Wait a mnute... It’s one of those newconers! The
pretty lady with the robot! ... He' s not steam powered
at all!l
226 EL:
( SURPRI SED)
Newconer? ... WAIT! Tango?! JI M?!
227 TANGO:
Uhhhhh. .

228 JI M ROBBI E
El ? What are you doing here? Aren’t you currently
trying to shoot small animals out of a ridiculously
| arge cannon sonewhere in the desert?

229 TANGO
Yeah! What’'re you doing outin these parts? Last | saw
you, you were trying to shoot us out of a cannon..
That we broke.

230 EL:
(FLUSTERED AT THE START)
Wwell... Unh, YOU SEE! After the... incident, | really
started thinking. Really thinking. Wat was the neaning
of life? Was joining the sun with the earth really such
a great idea after all? |I nean, they nust have been
separated for a reason right? So | started wandering
TOO And ny righteous feet led ne to the edge of this
crater. | found these people, this town, and ny heart
soared! | finally found sonething that gave ne neani ng!
The sun was here in the hearts of men! The righteous
power of steamand sun will free us all from our
chai ns!

231 TANGO:
You shoul d hang out with Addie, she likes the sun! Her
house even uses sol ar power!

232 EL:
( THOUGHTFULLY)
I | do still love the sun...
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M CHELLE:
( ANGRY)
AHEM YQOU THREE-

JI M ROBBI E:
Hey, this is a private conversation, |ady!

M CHELLE:
GUARDS! Get them They' re spies for Lucas, or Addie!

SOUND:. CROND GETS RILED UP

TANGO
( PANI CKED)
Tinme to go!

JI M ROBBI E:
This plan was the worst! Why can’'t we ever be
di plomatic?! It’s always, "Chase theml GCet them ™ Wy
IS no one REASONABLE!

EL:
(GASP!)
Tango, the Mechos are behind you! Watch out!

SOUND: STEAM BOTS COM NG I N TO GET TANGO

TANGO
(GROALI NG
NO No! | got this!

SOUND: TANGO TURNI NG | NTO A WERE- BEAR, THE CROAD GASPI NG,

AND THEN, A BIG O BEAR ROAR AND CRUNCHI NG METAL AND LI TTLE

ROBOTI BI TS GETTI NG EVERYWHERE.

TANGO. (cont’ d)
(BEAR VO CE DI STORTED)
On e, owie, hot robots! Hot, hot, HOT!

JI' M ROBBI E;
( STRAPPED TO TANGO S BACK)
H - HO, TANGO WHOO

EL:

( DEADPAN)

Huh... | guess she turns into a bear.
M CHELLE:

( FLOORED)

VWHAT?!
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JI M ROBBI E
Tango! ElI! let’s get outta here!

EL:
... Okay. | guess ny righteous feet did NOT |lead ne to
t he prom sed | and.

SOUND:  HUVMAN AND BEAR FOOTSTEPS RUNNI NG AND FADI NG AVAY

Scene: 9 Cooling Tower Apartnents,

| NT. Day

SOUND:  CROAD RABBLI NG AND SHOCKED AT THE DESTRUCTI ON, NI CO
BREAKI NG STUFF LI KE A REBEL UNDERNEATH FREY' S TALKI NG

FREY:
EVERYONE! Look! Nucl ear power mght last, but it’s
dangerous! It needs constant, CONSTANT mai ntenance,
nmonitoring, and upgrades to keep it safe! This is
RADI ATI ONI' RADI ATI ON PEOPLE

SOUND: NI CO S GRUMBLI NG AND DESTRUCTI ON GETS EVEN LOUDER

FREY: (cont’d)
(CONT’ D)
And even... even then, it’ll still... increase... Nico,
are you doi ng okay?

NI CO;
| " VE BEEN REALLY STRESSED OUT, THI S | S HEALTHY FOR ME.

FREY:
(HALF A BEAT)
Fair.

SOUND: HE CGETS A LAST COUPLE HITS IN, THEN SITS DO\,
BREATHI NG HEAVI LY

FREY: (cont’d)
(TO THE CROND)
But | ook, you need a better source of energy, and it’s
just as easy to utilize and requires so nuch | ess
mai nt enance than fusion power!

SOUND: THE CROAD KI NDA MURMURS | N AGREEMENT

FREY: (cont’d)
(CGESTURI NG TO THE QUTFI T SHE S WEARI NG
Besi des, honestly, people, the solarpunk | ook is way
nore el egant than... this nonsense right here that I'm
in.
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NI CO
(CATCHI NG HI S BREATH)
| dig it, man.

Scene: 10 COCOLI NG TONER APARTMENTS,

| NT. Day
SOUND: LUCAS ENTERS

LUCAS:
(WHAT THE FRI CK FRACK DIDLY DACK IS GO N ON?!)
Wi-... WHAT'S THE MEANING OF THI S! YOU TWO WHAT DI D
YOU DO??7?

FREY:

A denonstration of protest against an environnental ly
unsafe source of power that should be di sposed of
safely and as far away fromthis town as possi bl e!

Ya di ngus!
NI COx
( TI RED)
Yeah... Go solar. O whatever... Woo0 boy...
LUCAS:
( ANGRY)
But... BUT.. BUT YOU TWO BROKE THEM ON PURPOSE
NI CO
Oh... Yeah, | guess deliberately breaking them
isn’t the best way to denonstrate how they nmal function.
LUCAS:
( ANGRY)

Trying to SABOTAGE ny grandfather’s |egacy? GET OQUT OF
HERE, YOU OVERCOOKED VEGETABLES!

FREY:
Not until you act |ike an adult and actual |y CONSI DER
usi ng sonet hi ng el se!

LUCAS:
(VERY ANGRY NO SES)

SOUND: THE REST OF THE DRONES COVE | N CLOSER FOR THEM

SOUND: DRAO DS START TO W ND UP OM NOUSLY.

FREY:
Uhh... Okay! FINE! Nico, c' non! Let’s go!
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NI CO
( TI RED GROANI NG)

SOUND: NI CO AND FREY GET THE HECK OUT OF THERE

SCENE: 11 CRATER-TOMWN CLI FFSI DE,

EXT. Sunset

SOUND: STEAM ENG NES AT FULL SPEED AND NUCLEAR THRUWM NG AS

THE TOWNSPEOPLE YELL AND FI GHT. A FEW PECPLE SCREAM AND FLEE

NARRATOR:
Hi story repeats itself: Steam Power verses Nuclear! As
Tango, El, and Ji m Robbie flee fromMchelle, they run
into Frey and Nico, who are fleeing from Lucas. Two
enem es neet half-way, fighting close to the point of
no return. ..

M CHELLE:
YOU M CROMVED DUMBY! THE ROBOTS WERE My | DEA, YQU
DON' T HAVE AN ORI G NAL BONE | N YOUR BODY!

LUCAS:
YOU POWOUS TWT, | MADE YOUR DESI GNS BETTER! |
| MPROVED THEM

SOUND. M CHELLE' S PROSTHETI C HI SSI NG | NTENSELY

ADDI E:
(DI STRESSED)
ENOUGH Both of you! STOP THI S I NSANI TY! You're only
driving people away! H HEY! | SAI D STOP! PLEASE,
LI STEN-

SOUND: NI CO AND FREY RUN UP TOMRD ADDI E

NI CO
Where’'s Tango and Ji n?!

ADDI E:
What did you all DO?!

SOUND:  BEAR ROAR

JI' M ROBBI E:
WHOO, THI S IS THE BEST DAY EVER' | DON T EVEN CARE
ANYMORE! C MON TANGO BEAR FI GHT!

EL:
( FEELI NG SI CK/ ALSO ON TANGO S BACK)
I think I’ mgonna huuuurl!!! WHY DID YOU MAKE ME CLI MB
UP ON TH S WERE- BEAR' S BACK!
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JI M ROBBI E:
(WHOOPI NG I N JOY)
Cause sone people like FUN with their destruction!
Enj oy the ride!

SOUND: TANGO BEAR ROARS

NI CO
( RELI EVED)
Oh, thank Einstein, they' re safe.

FREY:
(TOTALLY SHOCKED)
Bear... girl?

NI CO
(REALI ZES THAT FREY’ S NEVER SEEN BEAR! TANGO)
Qooohhhh, yeah, by the way she turns into a bear.. and
when she turns back she’s going to be naked so... (to
Tango) TANGO, HEY! OVER HERE! WE' RE NEAR THE WAGON!

SOUND: BEAR FOOTSTEPS RUNNI NG CLOSER

JI M ROBBI E:
| think I've accepted how chaotic visiting new pl aces
is for us! Laws are made to be broken! Survival of the
fittest!

NI CO.
JIM ENJOY YOUR ANARCHY LATER!

FREY:
(STILL KI NDA SHOCKED)
But... Bear girl?

TANGO,
( DI STORTED)
Don't call nme "Bear girl"...

NI CO
El ?? What’ re you doi ng here?

EL:
( STRESSED)
... | DONT KNONW Wiy did | |eave the sun cult?!l
never asked for thisl!

LUCAS AND M CHELLE:
(1 MPROVI SED FI GHTI NG NO SES)

SOUND:. LUCAS AND M CHELLE'S FI GHTI NG GETS EVER LOUDER AND

ROUGH, EACH WEARI ED BY THE CUTS AND BRUI SES AND BOTH ARE

SPORTI NG A BLACK EYE. THEN, SUDDENLY, A VALVE ON M CHELLE' S

LEG BURSTS, HI SSI NG AND SPRAYI NG STEAM
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M CHELLE:
(Cries out in pain as her nmechanical leg fails)

LUCAS:
(LAUGHS I N VI CTORY)
AHA! | win, Mchelle, | and the great Leo Fredricks
win, finally, after all these- ON OWN HEY-

M CHELLE:
(Screans defiantly)

SOUND: AS HE BOASTS M CHELLE TACKLES HHM THE CLI FFSI DE
CRUMBLES

ADDI E:
NO ! ( SCREAM NG)

SOUND:  ADDI E FALLS | NTO THE CRATER

(ALL SI MULTANEOUSLY)

TANGO
ADDI E!
FREY:
ADlI, NO
JI M ROBBI E:
GRAB HER!
NI CO
ADDI | | EEE! ! |
EL:

OH HOLY SUNI THE CLI FFS COLLAPSI NG

SOUND: THE CLI FF COLLAPSES AND THEY ALL GET SENT, DOV,

ALL: (SCREAM | N FEAR)
END.

NARRATOR:
Wul d you | ook at this exquisite nasterpiece, the...
the subtle tones, the flow of notion, it’s stunning,
it’s beautiful. This Masterpiece was created by Iri

Al exander, titled Crater Crazy, with witing by Shannon

Sawyer, Jack Pevyhouse, and Zoe von Enbler. Directing
by Zoe von Enbler, editing by Laura Branblette, the
t heme by Tom Rory Parsons, and nusic by Rosemary
Derocher. Starring Gavin Waters as the Narrator,
Al eksandr W1 de as Ji m Robbie, Zoe von Enbler as Frey

( MORE)
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NARRATOR: (cont’ d)

and El, Iri Al exander as Tango, Peter Lalush as Lucas,
Maxxim | lian Defoe of Mdllyville as Mchelle, and
Carrie Cotten as Addie. If you would |ike to support
this beautiful work of art, please visit our official
website at jinrobbi eandt hewanderers.comor visit our
patreon at patreon.conijinrobbi eandt hewanderers, and

pl ease renenber to rate and subscribe to our episode on
i Tunes or your podcatcher of choice.
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